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Synopsis

From dust jacket notes: "lllustrated with 19 full-color photographs, 22 black-and-white photographs,
and 2 maps...Operation Gwamba began when ISPA (the International Society for the Protection of
Animals) learned that thousands of forest creatures were trapped by the spreading artificial lake
behind the new Afobaka Dam in Surinam - formerly Dutch Guiana. To Surinam, ISPA sent John
Walsh, a young man trained in rescue techniques by the Massachusetts SPCA. what followed was
one of this century’s most extraordinary true adventures of man and animal....Time Is Short and the
Water Rises, is John Walsh’s own vivid story of his adventures written with Robert Gannon. It is the
story of Walsh’s first capture, a half-starved three-fingered sloth who, when released, fled in slow
motion panic up the nearest tree...of a pygmy anteater whose unaccountable hostility was explained
when, the night of its rescue, it gave birth to ’a single, thimble-size, hairless, big-nosed replica’ of
itself...of the anaconda which initiated a hair-raising wrestling match. But, above all it is an amazing
adventure tale about the nick-of-time rescue of 10,000 helpless creatures - armadillos, tortoises,
sloths, anteaters, opossums, giant snakes, kinkajous, tapirs, ocelots, and dozens of other

species...."
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Customer Reviews

From dust jacket notes: "lllustrated with 19 full-color photographs, 22 black-and-white photographs,
and 2 maps...Operation Gwamba began when ISPA (the International Society for the Protection of
Animals) learned that thousands of forest creatures were trapped by the spreading artificial lake

behind the new Afobaka Dam in Surinam - formerly Dutch Guiana. To Surinam, ISPA sent John



Walsh, a young man trained in rescue techniques by the Massachusetts SPCA. what followed was
one of this century’s most extraordinary true adventures of man and animal....Time Is Short and the
Water Rises, is John Walsh’s own vivid story of his adventures written with Robert Gannon. It is the
story of Walsh’s first capture, a half-starved three-fingered sloth who, when released, fled in slow
motion panic up the nearest tree...of a pygmy anteater whose unaccountable hostility was explained
when, the night of its rescue, it gave birth to 'a single, thimble-size, hairless, big-nosed replica’ of
itself...of the anaconda which initiated a hair-raising wrestling match. But, above all it is an amazing
adventure tale about the nick-of-time rescue of 10,000 helpless creatures - armadillos, tortoises,
sloths, anteaters, opossums, giant snakes, kinkajous, tapirs, ocelots, and dozens of other

species...."

A favorite childhood read and upon re reading | know why!

My husband got this for my 13 year old son to read because he remembered reading it as a kid. My

son loved it, and we all enjoyed it.

fine. i need it to change , low price. the most professional service. If you have only one product, this

is the one to have

| read this book as a teenager (some 20+ years ago) and it has always stuck with me. John Walsh
describes, in great and interesting detail, life in the Rain Forest as lived by scientists who were sent
there to rescue 10,000 animals that live in an area that is being turned in to a lake by the building of
a dam. This book is gripping and helps the reader both understand the trials faced by the scientists
as well as the urgency of their work in the face of the ever rising water. | recommend this book for
anyone who enjoys adventure reading. Now that | have a teenager of my own - | have ordered it for

him!

A heartwarming true story told the way it happened by the man who lived the event. Sometimes
sad, other times humorous, always touching, a book to read over and over again. Conducting a
massive animal rescue operation in the middle of a rain forest, John Walsh proved it could be done
and in the process taught an unknown concept to the bushnegroes he worked with - That instead of
thinking of the capybara or the tapirs as the next meal, it was not time for the animals to die. It was

not right to kill them for food now. A book every animal lover should read.



An entertaining read that reminds me of the style of the Jacques Cousteau books of the same time
period. the author makes no pretences to have extensive knowledge of Suriname and writes to what
he knows (zoology). He’s no armchair anthropologist.| found this refreshing since most books on
Suriname only address cultural aspects.If you’re planning a first trip to Suriname there are probably
better resources of information, but if you are interested in the premise alone, or have been to the
big lake at Afobaka this is a great book.
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